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the " Houses of Parliament/* but the members of
the two Houses. The word world has had almost
the opposite history to the word house. World
originally applied only to persons and not to any
place. It meant a " generation of men/' and then
came to mean men and the earth they live on, and
then the earth itself; until it has a quite general
sense, as when we speak of " other worlds than
ours."

Many words which are used at present to describe
bad or disagreeable things were used quite differ-
ently originally. The word villain is, perhaps, the
most expressive we can use to show our opinion of
the depths of a person's wickedness. Yet in the
Middle Ages a villain, or " villein/* was merely a
serf or labourer bound to work on the land of a
particular lord. The word in Saxon times would
have been churl. As time went on both these words
became terms of contempt. The lords in the Middle
Ages were certainly often more wicked than the
serfs, as we see in the stories of the days of Robin
Hood; but by degrees the people of the higher
classes began to use the word villain more and
more contemptuously. Many of them imagined
that only people of their own class were capable of
high thoughts and noble conduct. Gradually " vil-
lainy " came to mean all that was low and vulgar,
and by degrees it came to have the meaning it has
now of " sheer wickedness/' At the end of the
Middle Ages there were practically no longer any